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On March 26th, the Blue
Ribbon Commission on

School Funding held a hearing in
De Pere, Wisconsin at Foth
Companies. The Blue Ribbon

Commission was created to take a comprehensive look at K-
12 education funding. Representative Joel Kitchens (R-
Sturgeon Bay), who represents some of the Preble/Red
Smith/Wequiock area, and Senator Luther Olsen (R-Ripon)
serve as co-chairs of the Commission. I serve as one of two
school superintendents on the Commission. A full list of
members can be viewed on the Commision’s website at
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/committees/joint/brc-sf.

As I have attended the hearings, one message has been very
clear - the current education funding formula is not
sufficiently meeting the needs of students, staff and schools.
At the De Pere hearing, we had an opportunity to share the
story of Brown County school districts, as well as that of
Green Bay Area Public Schools. 

Members of the Greater Green Bay Chamber of Commerce’s
Partners In Education Board
(www.greatergbc.org/PartnersInEducation) shared with the
Commission members the importance of public education to
the business community. It was a powerful message that had
not been shared at the previous hearings. Business leaders
spoke to the need of their voices in the conversation, because
they recognize that high quality and equitable publie education
results in a sustainable workforce and a vital economy for
Northeast Wisconsin. 

In addition, on behalf of the District, School Board President
Brenda Warren, Director of English Language Learners
Programs Julie Seefeldt, Special Education Supervisor
Nicole Schubert and District Social Worker Coordinator
Christina Gingle all spoke passionately about the needs of
students in our schools. A few of the important facts
they shared included:
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• Funding for English Learner (EL) students has not kept up
with the need. In Green Bay Area Public Schools we serve
more than 4,000 EL students, which is a larger number of
students than the entire enrollment of 91% of school districts
in the state. 

• In special education we are seeing great strides in supporting
students’ emotional, social and academic needs. However,
the costs of these services continue to rise as students’ needs
have become greater. New intiatives within the District are
showing great progress in improving academic learning,
however, the District has limited resources to extend these
programs. Federal funding continues to be far below the once
promised 70% of expenses, requiring the District to currently
spend $30 million in general funds to provide these much
needed and federally mandated services.

• The need for emotional and mental health services continues
to grow as students and families try to cope with increasing
poverty, high mobility, and homelessness. While the District
has school social workers, counselors, and psychologists, the
number is far below what is actually needed to address all
student and family concerns. 

As the Blue Ribbon Commission continues its work, one
important takeaway from this testimony is that equal funding
does not mean equitable funding. When school districts, like
most of those in Brown County, are below the median state
average for revenue limits, the recent increases to K-12
funding, which provide an equal dollar increase per child, is
insufficient. It will be important for the Commission members
to find a solution to the funding formula that ensures all
children in Wisconsin receive a high quality modern
education that prepares them well for a successful
future, no matter their life circumstances.

–Michelle S. Langenfeld, Ed.D.,
Superintendent of Schools and
Learning
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Ford Motor Company Launches New Program 
at East High School

The Green Bay Area Public School District and the Ford
Motor Company are proud to announce the Ford

Automotive Career Exploration (ACE) program launched
for the first time in Wisconsin to benefit the students of
City Stadium Automotive® (CSA) at East High School.
This partnership will help to encourage youth interest in
automotive fields, and raise the bar for student engagement
in technologically advanced automotive career paths. To
complement this new program and assist in student
learning, local dealers Broadway Automotive and Dorsch
Ford Kia donated a Ford engine and engine stand to City
Stadium Automotive®. To celebrate this donation and
partnership, a presentation was held at City Stadium
Automotive® on March 29. 

The ACE program will allow students at City Stadium
Automotive® to have access to Ford’s service literature,
web curriculum, and training materials to advance student
learning, and to earn Ford training credentials required for
Ford dealer technician certifications.

In addition to the introduction of the ACE program, the
District is also proud to announce that new this school year,
City Stadium Automotive® students have the opportunity to
earn 24 college credits and a one-year technical diploma
through a new partnership between the Green Bay Area
Public School District (GBAPS) and Northeast Wisconsin
Technical College (NWTC). Upon graduating from high
school, students will be prepared to either enter the
workforce directly or continue their education for one more
year at NWTC to complete either a two-year Automotive
Technician technical diploma or an Automotive Technology
associate degree. Beginning in the 2018-19 school year,
students will have the opportunity to earn up to 27 college
credits as part of the Automotive Maintenance Technician
(AMT) program in collaboration with NWTC.

City Stadium Automotive® courses are taught by
NWTC instructor Clint Braun and supported
by GBAPS instructor Brian Loll. Both
are Automotive Service Excellence
(ASE) certified instructors.



Park Perks Family Event

Park Perks is a FREE, family-friendly event that will
kick-off the summer season in our local parks on May 17
from 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at Joannes Park Pavilion.
Enjoy music, animals from the Bay Beach Wildlife
Sanctuary, cotton candy, a visit from Jeremiah the
Bullfrog, and more. Complimentary walking tacos will be
provided by the District’s Food Service Department (one
complimentary meal per person over the age of 10).
Please bring a blanket or chair as seating will be limited.
This event is sponsored by the Green Bay Area Public
School District, the City of Green Bay, and LIVE54218.

Learn more at gbaps.org. 

Our Values in Action:
Engagement, Equity &

Excellence
Engagement

In March, Franklin Middle School held its first ever St.
Baldrick’s event to raise awareness of childhood cancer,
while teaching empathy and compassion to students. Staff
members raised $2,500 for childhood cancer research, and
students were challenged to do something kind or
compassionate for someone with cancer. Three staff
members shaved their heads for the cause: Brenda
Beaudoin (paraprofessional), Ron Huisheere (8th grade

teacher), and Heather Zelzer (counselor).
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Equity

Thanks to Leadership Green Bay for working to create a
Mindfulness Room at Washington Middle School. The room
will provide an opportunity for students to relax, center
themselves, and return to class ready to learn and
participate. 

Excellence

Congratulations to the Preble High School Marching Band,
under the direction of Mrs. Megan Sweeney, for marching in
New York City’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17. The
102 high schoolers were among the 150,000 parade
participants who marched along Fifth Avenue in front of an
estimated two million spectators. In addition to
marching in the parade, the band also performed on

the USS Intrepid.



Senior Spotlight  — Our Graduates are Going Places!

Intra-district Transfer Window Open Until April 30, 2018

Looking to enroll your child in one of the District’s specialty schools or pathways? The application
window is open until April 30, 2018. Information and the application can be found on the District’s

website at gbaps.org/IntraDistrictTransfer. 

Third grade students
learn how to measure
liquid at Chappell
Elementary School,
which is a 4K-5th grade
school and one of the first
elementary International
Baccalaureate (IB)
Primary Years Program
schools in Wisconsin.
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Crystal Rivera-Nazario — West High School
Moving from Puerto Rico at the age of ten, Crystal Rivera-Nazario is a bilingual

senior at West High. A previous attendee of Edison Middle and Franklin Middle,

Crystal says West is a very diverse and accepting school. She is also taking an

International Baccalaureate (IB) Math Studies course. Since English is not her

first language, math has always come easily, making it her favorite subject.

Crystal is also part of the Bridges Construction & Renovation program at West

and enjoys the hands-on activities it has to offer. Crystal is involved with Link

Crew, National Honor Society, Student Council, Octagon Club, Upward Bound

and is an editor of the Yearbook. She was volleyball captain and received the

Coach’s Award. Crystal plans to go to school for construction and has already

been accepted to both UW-Platteville and UW-Stout.

Carson Lukas — Preble High School
Carson Lukas is an outstanding senior at Preble High School. He grew up in

Green Bay where he previously attended Wilder Elementary and Edison Middle.

Between school, sports, and extra-curricular activities, Carson maintains a 4.0

GPA. With a passion for science, Carson says his most memorable experience at

Preble was building an aquaponics system (a method of growing plants using the

water from a fish tank). He has taken multiple Advanced Placement (AP)

courses, including Psychology, Literature, Calculus, and Physics. Carson plays

football and runs track and also participates in Sting Cancer, National Honor

Society, Key Club, Chess Club, and Forensics. Carson enjoys gardening and

playing the piano, banjo, mandolin and guitar. Carson plans to study biomedical

engineering at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
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For students at McAuliffe Elementary School, recycling
is integrated into their everyday routine. Students are

taught that not everything is meant for the garbage can, and
many of the items we use daily can be recycled. Thanks to
a long-standing partnership with TerraCycle and a
dedicated Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), kids at
McAuliffe are learning lessons about recycling that will last
them a lifetime. 

TerraCycle is a free
program that any school
or non-profit can
participate in.
McAuliffe staff and
students collect items in
bins that are difficult to
recycle, they are
shipped to TerraCycle,
and the school receives
“cash for trash.”
McAuliffe staff and
students have collected
countless items ranging
from chip bags, candy
and snack wrappers,

used shampoo, hand sanitizer and hand lotion bottles, to
used toothpaste, toothbrushes, and writing utensils. 

McAuliffe parent and PTO member Heather Piontek has
spent countless hours leading and facilitating McAuliffe’s
TerraCycle recycling program over the past five years.

“It’s important to teach our kids to leave a smaller carbon
footprint,” said Piontek. Thanks to the hard work of the
PTO and the McAuliffe community, more than $1,500 has
been raised from the TerraCycle program and put back into
the school. 

At McAuliffe, the importance of recycling is reinforced to
students through their classroom teachers and lunchroom
staff. The student feedback regarding recycling has been
positive, and the students have willingly integrated the
practice into their daily lives. Milk caps are also recycled at
McAuliffe, but not part of the TerraCycle program. 

Thanks to dedicated students, staff and a passionate PTO,
McAuliffe Elementary School is making our Earth a better
place, one recycled item at a time. 

McAuliffe Elementary School Recycling Program



For questions or comments
regarding the GBAPS Connects,

contact Director of Communications
& Public Relations Lori Blakeslee at 920-

448-2025 or email at lablakeslee@gbaps.org.

It is the policy of the Green Bay Area Public Schools to be
nondiscriminatory on the basis of sex; race; religion; national

origin; ancestry; creed; pregnancy; marital or parental status; sexual
orientation; or physical, mental emotional or learning disability in their education

programs and activities and also employment practices.  Direct inquiries to Equity Office,
Green Bay Area Public Schools, P.O. Box 23387, Green Bay, WI 54304, 920-272-7611. 6

April 19 & 21 - “Beauty and the Beast Jr.” will be
presented at Franklin Middle School on Thursday, April
19 at 6:30 p.m. and on Saturday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m.
Following Saturday's performance there will be a
“Cool-Down with the Cast” ice cream social. Tickets for
both performances may be purchased at the door for $3
each. Reservations for “Cool-Down with the Cast” must
be ordered in advance. Order forms will be available in
Franklin’s main office as well as at Franklin's
elementary feeder schools.

April 20 - School in Session ALL DAY 

April 23 - Board of Education Meeting, District
Office Building, 5:30 p.m.

April 25 - Boundary Task Force Meeting, District
Office Building, 6:00 p.m. 

April 30 - GBAPS & GBPD Community Forum, West
High School, 6:00 p.m.

May 7 - Board of Education Work Session Meeting,
District Office Building, 5:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events
May 11 - STING CANCER’S 12th annual Wear
Yellow Day will take place on Friday, May 11. Wear
yellow to show your support in the fight against cancer. 

May 16 - Boundary Task Force Meeting, District
Office Building, 6:00 p.m. 

May 18 - School in Session ALL DAY

May 19 - On Saturday, May 19 from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. the West High School Science Club will be
hosting Earthstock: A Celebration of Music and the
Earth. This event will be held at West and will
showcase bands featuring students from the Green Bay
Area Public Schools. Exhibitors include, NWTC, UW-
Green Bay, and the Green Bay Botanical Garden. A
Kids’ Zone will be available for youngsters to play and
compete in activities. The event will also feature a
metal recycling collection, a small farmers' market,
tours of the West High Greenhouse and Garden, and
more. Food will be available for purchase, including a
booyah sale. Admission is FREE.

Engagement. Equity. Excellence. 

President: Brenda Warren - 435-1503
Vice President: Katie Maloney - 435-0475
Treasurer: Ed Dorff - 469-0969
School District Clerk:Andrew Becker - 819-3018
Trustee: Christopher Wagner - 469-1006
Trustee: Laura McCoy - 437-4853
Trustee: Rhonda Sitnikau - 471-2808

Intra-City Student Council Representative:
Grace Sinclair, Preble High School

Questions? Comments? Contact: 

Director of Communications
Lori Blakeslee  
(920) 448-2025 
lablakeslee@gbaps.org

Superintendent 
Michelle S. Langenfeld
(920) 448-2100
mslangenfeld@gbaps.org

Green Bay Area Public School District Board of Education

www.gbaps.org


